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the circumstances and mishaps already mentioned, which cur-
tailed my explorations and abridged my stay, will I trust be
accepted as a sufficient apology for my shortcomings in this
respect.

The Arabian and Persian possessions of 'Oman, now under
the sceptre of Thoweynee, are divided into thirteen distinct
administrations, some of which are more immediately dependent
on the central government, others less so. Those of the latter
class are five in number: Bahreyn, which at the period of my
visit had scarcely any link with the Sultan of 'Oman except the
payment of a slender tribute, and an ambiguous allegiance;
Katar and the territory of Benoo-Yass, whose union is a degree
closer than that of Bahreyn; and the three provinces of Sharjah,
Ko'os-el-Djebal, and Kalhoot, subject indeed to the Sultan, but
through the unfriendly medium of Khalid-ebn-Sakar; this is
the case especially with the province of Sharjah.

Eight provinces acknowledge a more absolute dependence
and a stricter rule. The first is the Persian coast from Cape
Bostanah to Djask, with the adjacent islands of Djishm, Larej,
and Ormuz. This region is nearly two hundred miles in
length, by a breadth varying from ten to thirty; a long strip of
harbours, and valuable on their account alone.

Secondly, the Batman, or the entire plain comprehended
between the gorge of Kataa'-l-Loha to the north, Barka and
the Mascat hills to the south, and the mountain-chain of Djebel-
Akhdar to the west. This is a province of length equal to the
former, but forty or fifty miles in breadth, and the most fertile
and densely peopled in 'Oman.

Thirdly, Djebel-Akhdar. This commences at Kataa'-l-Loha,
and reaches to Samad; the Batinah bounds it on the north-
east, the Duhirah on the south-west. The entire district is
mountainous, but well-inhabited; here lies the main political
and military strength of the kingdom.

Fourthly., the DShiran, of which enough has already been
said.

Fifthly, the province of Mascat from Barka to Eas Heyrfm;
of this also enough has been related to convey a tolerable idea.

Sixthly, the Belad Soor, from Kas Heyran to Ras-el-Hadd.

Seventhly, Pjailan, which lies immediately behind it.